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The research was carried out in order to identify students’ vocabulary learning strategies 
to learn English at SMP Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya. The sample were taken based 
on purposive sampling. This research used quantitative approach. The research design of 
this study was survey research. The data were analyzed using Ms. Excel and SPSS 24 
Program. These reserach subjects were 55 (fifty) students of class VIIIB and class VIIID 
at SMP Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya. The data were analyzed using Ms. Excel and 
SPSS 24 Program. The data in this research collected by using questionnaire as main 
instrument. The result of the study showed that the higher interval of learning strategies 
that choose student is learning strategies in memories strategies got ≥74% interpretation 
of interval. The lower interval of learning strategies that choose student is learning 
strategies in social strategies got ≥72% interpretation of interval.  
 




Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are the four language skills that are 
taught in English classes. In addition, there are four language components taught in the 
English teaching and learning process that complement the four language skills listed 
above: grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation. According to Edward in his 
book in Leny, vocabulary is one of the most significant components of teaching language. 
As stated by Edward in his book in Leny: “Vocabulary is one of the important factors in 
all language teaching, student must continually be learning words as they learn structure 
and as they practice sound system”. 
Memory strategy was shown to be the most frequently utilized technique among 
undergraduate learners by Zarin and Khan (2014), whereas metacognitive approach was 
found to be the least frequently used method. However, this finding was different from 
study of Kafipour and Naveh (2011), students utilized metacognitive strategies the most 
frequently and social strategies the least frequently. This is consistent with many previous 
studies on the same subject (Tuluhong, 2006; Mustapha and Asgari, 2010; Mokhtar, 
2009). Concerning the relationship between students‟ vocabulary learning strategies and 
their vocabulary mastery. Purwanti, et al. (2016) discovered a link between senior high 
school students' vocabulary competency and their vocabulary learning methodologies. 
The relationship was on determination, social, memory, and metacognitive strategies. 
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Vocabulary learning strategies are important to students’ knowledge in learning a 
foreign language by helping students easier to understand new words who are unfamiliar 
with the students. According to Oxford, Nation, O'Malley and Chamot (1990) vocabulary 
learning strategies are highly recommended for students in order to acquire target 
language because students really need high motivation to develop their vocabulary 
independently. Schmitt (1997) introduced 5 domains of strategies in his taxonomy: 
determination strategy, social strategy, cognitive strategy, metacognitive strategy and 
memory strategy. Ideally, each student aware of different strategies depending on their 
preferences. 
The way young learners are taught vocabulary differs from how adults are taught 
vocabulary. They have distinct motivations and personalities. It was tough when the 
teacher was unable to effectively motivate young students. Students' interest in learning 
will increase as a result of their teacher's motivation, and their interest in learning will be 
equal to their interest in playing. Finding the optimal strategy for educating young 
learners necessitates a thorough examination, particularly for the teacher.The role of 
vocabulary in learning a foreign language is inevitable. Rich vocabulary totally helps 
students to master English and its four major skills which cover listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. This agrees with Richards and Renandya (2002), who argue that 
vocabulary plays an important role in foreign language learning and competency, 
influencing how effectively learners speak, listen, read, and write. 
According to Schmitt (2000), vocabulary is a critical component of foreign 
language learning since it allows pupils to grasp and learn new words. Furthermore, 
Brown (2001, p.377, cited in Utami, 2014) underlines the importance of vocabulary in 
communication, claiming that "survival level conversation can take place fairly 
intelligibly when people merely link words together—without following any grammatical 
rules at all." In this regard, vocabulary is regarded as one of the most important variables 
influencing people's communication. As a result, it appears that vocabulary is a crucial 
part of language development that must be examined in order to assist the four other 
language abilities. 
Pupils' restricted vocabulary has been identified as the key obstacle for students 
learning English in an EFL context, according to Kweldju (2005) and Priyono (2004). 
They also suggested that the solution to Indonesia's ELT challenges rests in the effective 
use of vocabulary in the teaching and learning process. As a result, English teachers will 
have a significant responsibility to improve students' vocabulary mastery, in this case 
vocabulary size, by employing effective vocabulary teaching and learning methodologies. 
The explanation above motivates the research to conduct a study on “Vocabulary 
Learning Strategies Used by The Student at SMP Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya. The 
writer chose SMP Muhammadiyah, because based on pre-observation, students have lack 





This research used a quantitative approach. The population for this study is 
students at SMP Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya in the eighth grade. The samples were 
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55 students in grades VIIIB and VIIID at SMP Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya by 
purposive sampling technique with close-ended question. Design of this study is survey 
research. The study was started from21 June 2021-24 August 2021 at SMP 
Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya. The data obtained from this study, namely questionnaire 
data.  
The researcher will collect the instruments which the questionnaire spread to the 
students. The researcher collected the main data (item score/responses) of the VIIIB and 
VIIID at grades of students at SMP Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya. Next, the researcher 
arranged the collect score. The researcher then looked at the mean, median, and mode of 
the students’ scores, as well as the standard deviation score, in the distribution of 
frequency of score table. After the data is collected, the next step is the researcher 
interpreted the analysis result. Also, the researcher the data was categorized and evaluated 
based on the categories of interval. So that the researcher described the conclusion based 




1. Vocabulary learning strategies in Determination Strategies 
 
The first category is vocabulary learning strategies in determination strategies 
which consists of 3 categories of interval. The results of the strategy survey are shown in 
table 1. 
 
Table 1. Determination Strategies 
Category % Interval Frequency 
High ≥72% 12 
Medium 47-71% 37 
Low ≤46% 6 
 
Table 1 shows the percentage of 55 respondents in the vocabulary learning 
materials in the determination strategy 1-7 in the questionnaire. Based on the data, the 
highest percentage was obtained >74% by high sources in this result it can be explained 
that students learn how to learn English vocabulary in class. Medium category got 47-
71% percentage in this result, students can be explained that they are in the moderate 
category in knowing English vocabulary. In addition, the third part received low category 
with a percentage result of ≤46% in this result, it can be explained that students are weak 
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Figure 1. Distribution of Determination Strategies 
 
Figures 1 shows the percentage of 55 students who have an interpretation of 
English vocabulary material based on the data, the highest percentage <72% with a 
frequency of 12 got high category in learning English vocabulary, medium category 47-
71% with a frequency of 37. Strategy determination got low category with interval <46% 
with a frequency of 6. 
 
2. Vocabulary learning strategies in Social Strtategies 
 
The second category is vocabulary learning in social strategies which consists of 
3 categories of interval. The results of the strategy survey are shown in table 2. 
 







Table 2 shows the percentage that 55 respondents were asked questions in the 
group on questions 8-14 in the questionnaire. Based on the percentage data, it can be 
>72% by the high category in this result students engage in learning activities that afford 
them opportunities for them to be exposed to and practice their knowledge. Percentage 
47-71% in the second result getting the medium category. while the third <46% in this 






























Categoy % Interval Frequency 
High ≥72% 8 
Medium 47-71% 36 
Low ≤46% 11 
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Figure 2. Distribution of Social Strategies  
 
Figures 2 shows that 55 respondents have learned English vocabulary in class 
based on the data, the high percentage is >72% frequency 8, the second part is 47-71 with 
a frequency of 36 and the third in the low category gets <46% with a frequency of 11. 
 
3. Vocabulary learning strategies in Memories Stratgies 
 
The third category is vocabulary learning strategies in memories strategies which 
consists of 3 categories of interval. The results of the strategy survey are shown in table 
3. 
 






Table 3 shows the percentage of 55 respondents who were asked in groups on 
questions 15-32. Based on the data the percentage can be >74% in the high category in 
this result students engage in learning activities that help them easily remember and 
remember information better. Percentage 48-73% got medium category. While the third 
<47% got low category, in this result can be explained that it is still weak in understanding 









Frequency 8 36 11
Interval%
Category %Interval Frequency 
High ≥74% 12 
Medium 48-73% 39 
Low ≤47 4 
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Figure 3. Distribution of Metacognitive Strategies  
 
4. Vocabulary learning strategies in Cognitive Strategies 
 
The fourth category is vocabulary learning strategies in cognitive strategies which 
consists of 3 categories of interval. The results of the strategy survey are shown in table 
4. Cognitive strategies that help and remember information better in learning vocabulary. 
 






Table 4 shows the percentage of 55 respondents who were asked in groups on 
questions 33-41. Based on the data the percentage can be >74% in the high category in 
this result students are involved in activities carried out to facilitate understanding, such 
as comparing and describing in vocabulary learning. Percentage 48-73% in the second 
category getting the medium category. While the third <47% got low category, in this 













































Category % Interval  Frequency 
High ≥74% 11 
Medium 48-73% 39 
Low ≤47% 5 
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Figure 4 shows that 55 respondents have learned English vocabulary in class 
based on the data, the percentage is >74% with a frequency of 12, the second part 48-73 
with a frequency of 39 and the third in the low category gets <47% with a frequency of 
4. 
 
5. Vocabulary learning strategies in Metacognitive Strategies 
 
The fifth category is vocabulary learning strategies in metacognitive strategies 
which consists of 3 categories of interval. The results of the strategy survey are shown in 
table. 
 






Table 5 shows the percentage of 55 respondents who were asked in groups on 
questions 42-50. Based on the data the percentage can be >74% in the high category. In 
this theme, it is used to help students understand how they learn and engage in thinking 
in vocabulary learning. 48-73% are in the second category getting the medium category. 
while the third <47% in this theme can be explained that it is still weak in understanding 
in learning English vocabulary. 
 
Figures 5. Distribution of Metacognitive Strategies 
 
Figure 5 shows that 55 respondents have learned English vocabulary in class 
based on the data, the percentage is >74% with a frequency of 4, the second part 48-73% 

























Category % Interval  Frequency 
High ≥74% 4 
Medium 48-73% 34 
Low ≤47% 17 
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1. Determination Strategies 
 
The respondents were 55 students at SMP Muhammadiyah Palangka Raya. Based 
on the findings, 55 respondents showed high interpretation of determination strategies 
which many students agree on vocabulary learning strategies of determination strategies. 
It is mean, many students have studied with determination strategies in learning speaking. 
Students can analayze kinds of word like verb, noun, adjective and adverb to decide or 
predicate the meaning of words and the strategies can be motivated students in speaking 
class. Some students try to find out by controlling their motivation wisely. It is briefly to 
state that out of 55 students, most of them tend to use strategies in learning speaking. 
It was similar to the data findings of Itania, A. (2014), in which students used 
speaking strategies to study English in the classroom, particularly in acceleration classes, 
where students used speaking English in daily activities to train the skill of speaking. 
Students chose these strategies because they believe speaking is easier to learn English 
than listening, and they understood much better when the teacher spoke in English. 
Students appreciate learning speaking methods and are enthusiastic about imitating 
foreign individuals speaking English. Damari, T. P. (2019) found that students prefer to 
find the meaning of new word by dictionary than judge the meaning. 
 
2. Social Strategies 
 
Based on the findings, 55 respondents showed high interpretation of social 
strategies which many students agree on vocabulary learning strategies of socail 
strategies. In this strategy help students to interpret a definition with the help of 
surrounding people such as teachers, friends and native speaker. Students also can 
understand definition of paraphrasing with new words in the learning English. Students 
tried to involve they friends in discussing the material given by the teacher. Therefore, it 
was stated that students tend to use social strategies in their learning. 
It was similar to the data findings of Damari, T. P. (2019) students prefer to ask 
their classmate than try to speak with native speaker. Students used new words when 
speaking with native speaker. So, students can learn by teacher, friends and native speaker 
to add their new vocabulary in learning English. 
 
3. Memory Strategies 
 
Based on the findings, 55 respondents showed high interpretation of memory 
strategies which many students agree on vocabulary learning strategies of memory 
strategies. It is mean, students have studied vocabulary with memory strategies in learning 
English, students can learn remember many of vocabulary with easier way to add new 
vocabulary. Most of students are trying to prepare themselves to learn to speak. Students 
try to be very careful in understanding the vocabulary. Therefore, it is briefly stated that 
students tend to use memory strategies. 
It was similar to the data findings of Damari, T. P. (2019) students prefer to save 
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new word in their mind than speak. So, students can apply images and sounds using 
imagery and representating sounds in memory. 
 
4. Cognitive Strategies 
Based on the findings, 55 respondents showed high interpretation of cognitive 
strategies which many students agree on vocabulary learning strategies of cognitive 
strategies. Students learning vocabulary with some ways such listen record of vocabulary 
and putdown the label vocabulary in some object, this way help students in repeating 
words. 
It was similar to the data findings of Damari, T. P. (2019) students tend to write a 
note during the class session than use flash card to learn new vocabulary. Hardan, A. A. 
(2013) stated that language learning strategies are steps, behaviours and techniques used 
by learners to enchance and facilitatethe language acquisition. 
 
5. Metacognitive Strategies 
 
Based on the findings, 55 respondents showed high interpretation of 
metacognitive strategies which many students agree on vocabulary learning strategies of 
metacognitive strategies. In this strategy, students pay attention to their learning through 
general knowledge of language. Students can understand the learning English with using 
media such as music, newspaper and movies to learn new words. 
It was similar to the data findings of Damari, T. P. (2019) students used 
vocabulary by listening songs than listening English radio program. So student learn by 
using some media to make their easy to get new words in English. Hajis, R. (2014) found 
that the implementation of visual media could improve students’ vocabulary. It could 
prove of every test that have done by students. The usage of visual media in a vocabulary 
learning could provide many benefits of student. Visual media was the better media that 




The study concluded that the result of the study got ≥72% - ≥74% interpretation 
of interval determination strategies, social strategies, memory strategies, cognitive 
strategies, and cognitive strategies with category High. This research showed that 
students gave positive responses with High category of the student’s vocabulary learning 
strategies to learn English. Most of the students in the vocabulary class have their own 
strategies. This shows that every learning strategy affects students’ progress in English 
vocabulary class. So, learning strategies given effect of student progress in obtaining 
learning outcomes in their progress in learning to speak using English. Learning strategies 
using social strategies can affect their learning ability. Most students try to involve friends 
in the material given by the teacher. Therefore, it is stated that students tend to use 
vocabulary strategies in their learning. Using memory strategies can affect students' 
learning abilities. It can be stated that the memory to get some information to remember 
some vocabulary that makes it easier to learn. Therefore, it is briefly to state that students 
use memory strategies in their learning. Vocabulary learning strategies using cognitive 
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strategies affect students learning abilities. Most of them try to prepare themselves to 
learn vocabulary. Students tried very carefully in understanding the vocabulary. 
Therefore, it is briefly stated that students tend to use cognitive strategies. Students’ 
perceptions of vocabulary learning strategies using metacognitive strategies can affect 
their learning abilities. Students tend to prepare and organize their learning about learning 
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